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Mandated Areas: Environment 

Recommendations: 

1. The Permanent Forum on Indigenous Peoples must establish respect for the value 
indigenous woman play to protection our environment. Indigenous woman are 
the main connection between our families and our traditional values, knowledge 
and activities we engage in to provide food, clothing, water and medicine to our 
families. 

2. The Permanent Forum on Indigenous Peoples must openly remind our nation 
states that indigenous values, knowledge and activities are the foundation upon 
which environmental protection and sustainable development are based. 

Background 

3. In Geneva the United Nations Forum on Forests 4 met and discussed the 
involvement of woman in forestry. It was clear that UNFF 4 dialogue did not 
consider that woman did not play any substantive role in forest management. 
This I suppose is because the professional opinion is that women in order to be 
recognized forest managers must have a university forest related education and 
employment. This definition however is totally chauvinistic and does not provide 
respect for the knowledge that Indigenous women have in protecting our 
environment. 

4. Furthermore it is clear that Nation States need to be reminded on an ongoing basis 
that traditional knowledge is the basis of our whole environmental protection 
movement. 

5. It is clear in our case that Indigenous people and their right to pursue their 
traditional activities is directly related to the land and that those rights need to be 
recognized by the governments when dealing with the question of he 
environment. 

6. Indigenous people are the monitors and the people who because of their lifestyle 
are directly connected to that land and that governments have to look at it from 
our perspective. 

7. The whole calling card is to have Indigenous people involved 
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Thank you. 

Contacts: 

Arthur Manuel, Spokesman 
Nicole Schabus, International Advisor 
Indigenous Network on Economies and Trade 
Suite 714 Dominion Building 
207 West Hastings Street 
Vancouver, British Columbia, V6B 1H7, Canada 
E-mail: artmanuel@earthlink.net or inet@earthlink.net 
Cell: +1 (250)310-0688 
Fax/Telephone: +1 (604) 608-0244 

Chief Stewart Phillip, President 
Don Bain, Executive Director 
Jody Wood, Research Director 
Union of British Columbia Indian Chiefs 
5 , h F loor -342 Water Street 
Vancouver, British Columbia, V6B 1B6 
Tel:+1 (604) 684-0231 
Fax;+1 (604)684-5726 
E-mail: rescarch@ubcic.be.ca 
Website: www.ubcic.bc.ca 
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